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Re-greening the Himalaya via the trails of Cultural Ecosystems
Prof. D.R. Purohit (Retd.)

HNB Garhwal University, Srinagar, Uttarakhand

Abstract
The term re-greening does not encompass the world of trees and plants alone; it is an
inclusive process addressing the challenges of agro-pastoral ecology and economy.
Biomass based agro-pastoral economy was the rock bottom of the Himalayan
subsistence patterns once upon a time. Around these subsistence systems grew a
comprehensive structure of agro-pastoral rituals and beliefs, accumulating a solid moss
of its own palpable historical artefact which in turn has nourished and sustained human
and natural order of being.

The perceptual philosophy originating from such a belief system has been helpful in
conserving and perpetuating the existence of the floral and faunal world . Following an
adage from the medical science “your eyes cannot see what your mind does not know”,
we can well postulate that the love and respect for nature is a direct outcome of our
weltanschauung ‘worldview’. The deep seated samskaras of the Indian subcontinent
contain in themselves the attitude and comprehensive understanding of the cosmic
design and role of human agency in it. The mindset teaches profound respect for the
eight elements of nature as propounded inMangalacharan of Abhijnanshakuntalam:
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The entire system of vedic yajna is, in fact, a scientific process of establishing
philharmony with the elements of nature and ensuring full wellbeing for the gross and
the minutest organism on earth. Similar system of beliefs, philosophy and ritual practices
exists in the Central Himalaya which can broadly be discussed under the categories of
Aakash, Ksiti, Jal, Pawak, and Sameer (sky, land, fire, water, and air). There exist a
plethora of origin myths in grand narratives of folk Mahabharatas, Nandadevi, Mahasu,
Nagarja, Nirankaar, Dholsagar, Fuldei, Golju, Ramolgatha, Nrisimha, and Bhairava. The
myths present significance of multiple organs of nature in grand design of the Creator.

The presentation will give a short view of the history, myths, and rituals relating to all the
five/eight elements and describe the functions they have in the grand design. In the
second half a tentative plan of using these intangible cultural resources for preservation
of natural resources and for creating a politico-cultural will for the socio-economic
development of our populace, will be discussed.


