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Acampe papillosa (Lindl.) Lindl.
(Brittle orchid)

Synonym : Acampe carinata (Griff.) Panigrahi

Description : Monopodial. Stem: long with many nerves, lower portion covered in leaf
sheath; Leaves: thick and long with rounded tip; Inorescence : several,
opposite to leaves, with many short branches, few to many owered;
Flowers: slightly fragrant, spreading; sepals and petals yellow with
reddish brown horizontal stripes; Lip: with 3 lobe, generally long with
broad sides; Column: square shaped, constricted in the middle two
minute wings at the tip and base.

Flowering : October-January

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Tropical to Sub-tropical forests

Elevation range : 300-600 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal, Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha), Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal,

Myanmar, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Sepals and petals yellow with reddish brown transverse stripes

China,
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Agrostophyllum callosum Rchb.f. in B.Seemann
(Himalayan Grass-leaf Orchid)

Description : Sympodial. Stem: cylindrical with slight taper, smooth, lower end of the
stem is enveloped leaf sheaths; Leaves: many, long and narrow, tapering
gradually from the base to the notched tip; Inorescence: densely packed;
Flowers: small reddish-purple, smooth; Sepals unequal, translucent
purple; Petals broad at mid, rounded tip, translucent reddish-purple; Lip:
joined at the base of column to form a shallow sac, translucent reddish-
purple; Column: slightly winged and broad toward tip.

Flowering : June-July

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical to sub temperate forests

Elevation range : 660 -2300 m 

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim and West Bengal ), Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, China,
Myanmar, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication: Plant blooms with short, densely several to many owered head-like
inorescence at branch ends
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Bulbophyllum affine Wall. ex Lindl.
(Single Flowered Bulb-Leaf Orchid) 

Synonyms : Bulbophyllum kusukusense Hayata; Phyllorchis afnis (Lindl.) Kuntze

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: cylindrical, wider at the base having ridges,
young pseudo-bulb covered in leaf sheaths, stout; Leaf: narrowly
elongated single leaf are thick and erect; Inorescence : single ower
arises from the base of pseudobulb or rhizomes; Flowers: smooth pale-
green owers with purple nerves; Sepals unequal oval to lance shaped,
nearly pointed with 5-nerves; Petals lance shaped with pointed tip and 3
nerves; Lip: thickened and curved inward at the base with pointed to
near pointed tip, the margins of the upper surface dark purple; Column:
whitish yellow.

Flowering : May-July

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Evergreen lowland forests

Elevation range : 800-1500 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand), Nepal, Bhutan, China,
Myanmar,Japan, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Small sized plant with pale green ower having purple nerves

6



Bulbophyllum careyanum (Hook.) Spreng.
(Carey’s Bulb-Leaf Orchid)

Synonyms : Anisopetalon careyanum Hook.; Bulbophyllum careyanum var ochracea
Hook.f.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: are erect, egg shaped, green or pale-green;
Leaf: single arising from tip of pseudobulb, pale-green; Inorescence :
approximately cylindrical, smooth, deep violet, arising from the base of
pseudobulb; Flowers: overlapping dark-purple and shinning; Sepals are
unequal, pale-green with 5-dark-purple nerves; Petals are narrowly
triangular, tapering to tail like tip with teeth like edges; Lip: movable,
dark violet, narrowly egg shaped, round to pointed tip with a broad base;
Column: slightly arched, short and smooth and yellow colored.

Flowering : October-March

Habit Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat : Evergreen lowland forests.

Elevation range : 500-2000 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Sikkim, Uttarakhand, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha),
Bhutan, China, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Plant blooms in the winter and spring lateral to hanging, many owered
inorescence
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Bulbophyllum guttulatum (Hook.f.) N.P.Balakr.
(Small-Spotted Bulb-Leaf Orchid) 

Synonyms : Cirrhopetalum guttulatum Hook.f.; Phyllorchis guttulata (Hook.f.) Kuntze

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: are egg shaped with banded ridges,
becoming smaller or shrinking when old; Leaves: are single arising
from tip of pseudobulb, inverted- lance shaped, slightly notched at tip,
gradually narrowing below into the channeled stalked base;
Inorescence: erect, from the base of pseudobulb; Flowers: pale-yellow
with purple spots; Ssepal broadly egg shaped, inwardly curved; Petals
wide and short, ending abruptly with 3-nerves, yellow colored spotted
with purple; Lip: much bent from the middle, long, minutely bi-lobed,
white with minute purple spots; Column: short, with broad triangular
sideward wings.

Flowering : June-September

Habit : Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat : Broad-leaved hill forests

Elevation range : 800-2500 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim,
West Bengal and Odisha ) China, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar and
Indo-China

Key identication : Single, apical, inverted-lance shaped, blunt leaf
8



Bulbophyllum leopardinum (Wall.) Lindl. ex Wall
(Leopard Spotted Bulbophyllum) 

Synonyms : Bulbophyllum leopardinum var. leopardinum; Dendrobium leopardinum
Wall.

Description Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: are compressed, slanting on very short
rhizome, lower part covered in brous sheaths; Leaf: single leaf at the
tip of pseudobulb, broad and long with rounded tip; Inorescence:
few stalked ower arising from the base of pseudobulb. Flowers: pale
yellow scattered with scarlet spots; Sepals are slightly unequal, thick,
translucent and pale-yellow with scarlet spots, with 9 nerves; Petals
are long egg shaped with pointed tip and 7 nerves, translucent yellow
with scarlet spots; Lip: thick, eshy, pale-white with scarlet red
patches, bent from below mid point; Column: with triangular wing,
yellow.

Flowering : July-October

Habit Epiphytic or Lithophytic 

Habitat : Sub-tropical and temperate forests

Elevation range : 1200-3000 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand), Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal,
China,Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Flowers pale-yellow with purple Leopard-like spots
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Bulbophyllum odoratissimum
(Sm.) Lindl. var odoratissimum

(Fragrant Bulbophyllum)

Synonyms : Bulbophyllum congestum Rolfe; Stelis odoratissima Sm.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: are cylindrical and erect with shiny pale
yellow color; Leaf: are erect, long with broad at mid, tip rounded with a
cut,; Inorescence: long, erect, from the base of pseudobulb; Flowers:
fragrant, white with orange-yellow lip, shiny and spreading; Sepals:
spreading, white to pale-yellow, margin enrolled to form cylindrical tip;
Petals are pointed and one nerved with translucent white color; Lip:
elongated egg shaped, nearly pointed, slightly curved, orange-yellow,
and hairy; Column: white, smooth and short.

Flowering : May-July

Habit : Epiphytic or Lithophytic 

Habitat : Evergreen forests

Elevation range : 800-25000m 

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh Sikkim, West Bengal and Andaman & Nicobar Islands),,
Bhutan, China, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Indo-China

Key identication : Cluster of  strongly fragrant ower, lip with glandular hairs
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Bulbophyllum reptans (Lindl.) Lindl.
(Crawling Bulbophyllum)

Synonyms : Bulbophyllum clarkei Rchb.f.; Bulbophyllum grandiorum Griff.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: are waxy and shiny with bottle green
color, often suffused with purplish-brown, covered completely in
tight brous sheath upto tip; Leaf: single, narrow and long, nearly
pointed, deep slanted notch at tip, dark-green above and pale-green
below; Inorescence : three or less owered, almost erect; Flowers:
are pale-green, with dark purple spots; Sepals are nearly equal,
drifted towards tip with 3-nerves, pale green, with dark-purple spots;
Petals broad at middle and long, blunt at end, 1-nerved, translucent
pale green; Lip: long and rectangular, grooved at the base, tip narrow
and almost pointed, margin winged, pale green with two dark-
purple bands from base to apex ; Column: with short sidewise wings.

Flowering : October -December

Habit Epiphytic

Habitat : Evergreen broad-leaved subtropical and temperate forests.

Elevation range : 1200–2500 m

Distribution : India(Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand), Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Myanmar, China, Nepal, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Flowers pale-green to orange-yellow with dark-purple spots,
Inorescence peduncle
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Cleisostoma linearilobatum (Seidenf. & 
Smitinand) Garay

(Linear-Lobed Cleisostoma) 

Synonyms : Cleisostoma sagittiforme Garay; Cleisostoma siikkimense Lucksom

Description : Monopodial. Stem: slightly curved, branched, covered with leaf
sheaths; Leaves: narrow and long, slightly lobed at tip, slightly
contracted at sheathing base; Inorescence : loosely branched
cluster, perpendicular to the main axis, many owered; Flowers:
greenish-purple, smooth, spreading. Sepals are slightly unequal,
spreading, pale-green with 2-distinct bands of brown; Petals are long
egg shaped, rounded tip, pale-green with 2-bands of deep brown;
Lip: 3-lobed with erect side lobes, triangular, purple with its tip
pointing forward.

Flowering : June-July

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Lowland sub-tropical forests

Elevation range : 500–2000 m

Distribution : India (Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh and,Sikkim), Bhutan,
China, Myanmar, Malaysia, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Flowers green with red-brown marking, lip pink in colour with
prominent spur
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Coelogyne corymbosa Lindl .
(Clustered Coelogyne) 

Synonym : Pleione corymbosa (Lindl.) Kuntze

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: egg shaped or inverted egg shaped, smooth,
pale-green, sheaths at base partially covering the pseudobulbs; Leaves:
narrow and long with broad at mid and pointed tip, well dened ve
nerves taper towards stalkless base, dark-green above and pale-green
below; Inorescence: cluster of stalked ower appearing before or with
leaves, embraced by sheaths below middle; Flowers: pure white,
fragrant; Sepals are slightly unequal, curved inward; Petals are roughly
rectangular and nearly pointed with ve nerves; Lip: rectangular to egg
shaped with three lobes and round tip; Column: are curved, slightly
winged towards the tip.

Flowering : March-July

Habit Epiphytic or lithophytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical and temperate forests

Elevation range : 1800-2800 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim and West Bengal), Bhutan, Nepal, China and Myanmar

Key identication : White ower with yellow crests on the lip
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Coelogyne cristata Lindl.
(Crested Coelogyne)

Synonyms : Coelogyne cristata var. hololeuca Rchb.f.; Cymbidium speciosissimum
D.Don

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: cylindrical to egg shaped, polished, with
long sheaths at the base partially covering the pseudobulbs, shrinks
during owering; Leaves: comes in pair, narrowly elongated with
pointed tip, narrow base without stalk; Inorescence : opening in
succession and hanging from the base of most matured pseudobulb;
Flowers: white, sweet scented; white sepals are slightly unequal,
elongated with wavy margin; Petals elongated with 3 lobes; Lip:
elongated with 3-lobes; Column: pure white column is hooded and
notched at tip.

Flowering : January-May

Habit : Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical forests

Elevation range : 1500-1800 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand),
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and China

Key identication : Flowers pure white in hanging cluster with nely divided golden-
yellow crest on the lip
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Coelogyne flaccida Lindl.
(Loose Coelogyne)

Synonyms : Coelogyne esquirolii Schltr.; Pleione accida (Lindl.) Kuntze

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: are cylindrical to egg shaped with narrow
channels and covered in brous sheath at base.; Leaves: narrowly
rectangular tapering to a point in tip and narrow channel at base;
Inorescence : arise from the base of pseudobulb and is curved
downward; Flowers: creamy yellowish-white with slight fragrance;
Sepals elongated with blunt at both end and are slightly unequal with
distinct three nerves; Petals are wide at mid with tapering ends; Lip:
are egg shaped with three lobes; Column: are winged with broad hood
at the tip, pure white with 2-longitudianal yellowish-brown streaks in
front.

Flowering : March-April

Habit Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical forests

Elevation range : 1500-1800 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), Bangladesh, Bhutan, China,
Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and Indo-china

Key identication : Inorescence long, pendulous, owers pale-yellow having unpleasant
fragrant
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Coelogyne fuscescens Lindl.
(Ocher Yellow Coelogyne)

Synonyms : Coelogyne brunnea Lindl.; Coelogyne cycnoches E.C.Parish & Rchb.f.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: dark green and smooth pseudobulb are
cylindrical in shape with grooves in older ones, basal end is enveloped
in overlapping bracts; Leaves: at the tip of pseudobulb with wider mid
and pointed tip and narrow stalked base; Inorescence : arises before
leaves from the base of mature pseudobulb; Flowers: yellowish to
pinkish-brown and smooth; Sepals slightly unequal with pinkish
brown color; Petals long and narrow with pointed tip, color same as
sepal; Lip: nearly rectangular with blunt end with three lobes; Column:
curved and irregularly winged at the tip.

Flowering : October-January

Habit : Eepiphytic

Habitat : Epiphytic in the sub-tropical forests

Elevation range : 1200-1800 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim and West Bengal), Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal, China,
Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Flowers pale yellow to pinkish-brown in colour, lip with three very
prominent orange-red colored crests
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Coelogyne ovalis Lindl.
(Oval Coelogyne) 

Synonyms : Coelogyne decora Wall. ex Voigt; Coelogyne fuliginosa Lodd. ex Hook.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: narrowly cylindrical with irregular ssure;
Leaves: narrow and long with pointed tip, 9 nerves distinct in lower
surface of leaf, dark green above and pale-green below; Inorescence:
2 or 3 owered, opening in succession; Flowers: light pinkish-brown,
tinged with green, wide open; Sepals are elongated egg shaped with
pointy tip, cream suffused with light pink or tinged with green; Petals
are narrowly long with pointed tip and single-nerve, colour same as
sepals; Lip: generally elongated with blunt end, 3-lobed, curved;
Column: hooded wing at the slightly notched tip .

Flowering : July-December 

Habit : Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical to temperate forests

Elevation range : 1200-3000 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand),
Bhutan, Nepal, China, Myanmar, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Few light pinkish-brown owered inorescence arising on a mature
pseudobulb
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Coelogyne prolifera Lindl.
(Yellowish Coelogyne) 

Synonyms : Coelogyne avida Hook.f. ex Lindl.; Pleione prolifera (Lindl.) Kuntze

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: pale-yellow elongated egg shaped,
shrinks at the time of owering, grooved, smooth and long sheath
cover the base; Leaves: arises in pair, narrowly long with wider at
mid, tapering sharply towards both end; Inorescence : opens in
succession and elongates every year and varying in length from 10-
37 cm; Flowers: smooth and shiny, yellowish-green, 3-nerved,
lower sepal egg shaped, bluntly pointed; Petals narrowly elongated
with rounded tip; Lip with three lobes, curved, short and round at
the base; Column: straight, very slightly winged near the tip.

Flowering : May- June

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical to temperate forest

Elevation range : 1000-2200 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), Bhutan,
China, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Orchids blooms out of the previous years inorescence as well as
new ones
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Coelogyne stricta (D.Don) Schltr.
(Erect Coelogyne)

Synonyms : Coelogyne elata Lindl.; Cymbidium strictum D.Don

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: thinly placed on rhizome, elongated or
narrowly egg shaped with 2 leaves at apex; Leaves: narrowly long
with broad at mid and pointed at both end; Inorescence: arise in
succession and are erect; Flowers: whitish-yellow to light shade of
pink; Sepals slightly unequal elongated and wide open, white or
white ushed with pink; Petals narrow and long with slightly
pointed tip, wide open; Lip almost round with tip divided into
distinct section, white but with two yellow botches at the base;
Column: winged in its upper half, wing cut at the apex, white.

Flowering : March-June

Habit : Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical to temperate forests

Elevation range : 1000-2200 m

Distribution : India (Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand), Bhutan,
Nepal, China, Myanmar and Indo-China

Key identication : Flower-cluster-stalk arising between the leaves from the tip of the
adult bulbs
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Cryptochilus sanguineus Wall
(The Blood-Red Cryptochilus)

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: egg-shaped enveloped at base by sheaths;
Leaves: leathery, elongated with broad at mid, drooping, pointed,
bright green; Inorescence : 1 at tip, erect, developed from a young
pseudo-bulb; Flowers: scarlet tubular with soft hairs; Sepals united to
form a tube, outer surface with dense white hairs; Petals hidden in
mentum, inverted lance shaped with blunt end, yellow with reddish-
purple shade at the tip; Lip: inward curved, elongated, slightly
broader at the tip and cup shaped base, smooth, movable, yellow, but
sometimes with reddish-purple tinge at the tip; Column: stout and
covered in ne hairs.

Flowering : June-August

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical and temperate forests

Elevation range : 1500-2200 m 

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim and West Bengal), Bhutan, Nepal, China and Myanmar.

Key identication : Inorescence develops along with the new growth, bearing many
owers on two rows, facing one side
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Cymbidium elegans Lindl.
(Elegant Cymbidium)

Synonyms : Cymbidium densiorum Griff

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: enveloped in persistent leaf bases; Leaves:
arranged alternately in opposite vertical row, strap formed, tip pointed
or rounded with 2 lobes; Inorescence : arising from lower part of
pseudobulbs, usually curved, rachis hanging or nodding, densely
packed 18-35 owered; Flowers with slight fragrant, hanging, narrowly
bell-shaped, not opening widely; Sepals: narrowly elongated with
inverted egg shaped; Petals: broadly linear with blunt tip; Lip: inverted
lance shaped to triangular base fused to basal margins of column for 2-3
mm, 3-lobed; Column: hairy toward base, narrowly winged

Flowering : October- January

Habit : Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical to temperate forests

Elevation range : 1000-2800 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), Bhutan, Myanmar, Nepal, China,
and Indo-China

Key identication : Flowers spike arching with 18 to 35 owers, owers are straw yellow
and long lasting
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Cymbidium erythraeum Lindl.
(Red -Spotted Lip Cymbidium)

Synonyms : Cymbidium longifolium auct. non D. Don .: Lindl.; Cymbidium hennisianum
Schltr.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: egg shaped with at sides; Leaves: many,
narrowly linear, acumunate one side of the midrib just short of other at
the tip; Inorescence: arising from within sheaths at base of
pseudobulb, nearly erect; Flowers: pale lemon yellow often ushed
with pink or brown, slightly opening at the tip, smooth; sepal and petal
green with heavy reddish brown longitudinal stripes; Lip: narrowly
elongated with three lobes, white in colour but streaked and blotched
with reddish-purple; Column: slender, slightly winged at the tip, base
broad, sparsely hairy.

Flowering : September-November

Habit : Epiphytic or Lithophytic 

Habitat : Sub-tropical and temperate oak mixed forests

Elevation range : 1400-2800 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), Bhutan, Nepal, China, Myanmar,
and Indo-China.

Key identication : Inorescence produced in autumn, carrying 6-14 pale-green spotted
and striped red-brown fragrant owers
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Cymbidium insigne Rolfe
(Splendid Cymbidium)

Synonyms :  Cymbidium insigne var. album O’Brien

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: narrowly egg shaped, slightly attened
enclosed in leaf bases; Leaves: 6-9 with strap and jointed base and
sharply pointed tip; Inorescence : nearly erect and strong; Flowers:
not scented, sepals and petals white or pinkish, sometimes with red
spots at base; Lip: white often with purplish red spots and stations
particularly on lateral lobes and with a central yellow patch on mid-
lobe; Column: bow shaped, winged and hairy at base on upper
surface.

Flowering : November-December

Habit : Terrestrial or lithophytic

Habitat : Subtropical and sub-temperate forests.

Elevation range : 1000-2000 m 

Distribution : India (Manipur, West Bengal and Sikkim), China, Thailand and
Indo-China

Key identication : Loosely several to many owered inorescence and carrying, non-
fragrant, close set owers
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Synonyms : Callista amoena (Wall.ex Lidl.) Kuntze; Dendrobium egertoniae Lindl.

Description : Sympodial. Stem: thin hanging stem with thick nodes, covered in
translucent sheaths; Leaves: nearly rectangular with more pointed end at
the base, slanting, slightly tapering towards base to form long stem
enclosing sheaths; Inorescence: many, bundled, from nodes of leaess
stem; Flowers: white with sepals and petals tipped with purple colour
and slightly fragrant; Sepals nearly unequal, elongated with broad lower
half and rounded tip, spreading; Petals egg shaped with rounded tip,
spreading; Lip: elongated with upper half broad, clawed at the base with
3-lobes; Column: white, slightly tapering towards base.

Flowering : May-June

Habit : Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical  to temperate forests

Elevation range : 1000-2500 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal,
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand), Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal,

and Myanmar

Key identication : Flowers are borne in pairs from nodes of pendulous leaess stem, Sepal
and petals white with violet tips, lip white ,yellow towards the middle

Dendrobium amoenum Wall. ex Lindl.
(Lovely Dendrobium) 
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Dendrobium aphyllum (Roxb.) C.E.C.Fisch.
(Leaess Dendrobium)

Synonyms : Cymbidium aphyllum var cuculatum (R.Br.) P.K. Sarkar; Dendrobium
cucullatum R.Br.

Description : Sympodial. Stem: hanging thin and swollen nodes, enveloped in tight
tube like sheaths; Leaves: are many, lance-shaped, nearly pointed,
tapering towards sheathing base; Inorescence: a bundle of 1-3 stalked
owers arising from slightly swollen nodes of leaess stem; Flowers:
purplish-white; Sepals smooth with ve nerves and with distinct netted
venation ,spreading; Petals broad at mid with rounded tip, purplish-
white; Lip: trumpet-shaped, pale yellow or less often white, densely
covered with soft, short hair outside and along margins; Column:
broad, externally white but with purple lining inside.

Flowering : April-June

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Open forests in tropical and subtropical areas.

Elevation range : 340-1660 m 

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal, Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh and Andaman & Nicobar Islands), Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Nepal, Thailand, Malaysia and Indo-China

Key identication : Pendulous stems carrying many, thin, lance-shaped, deciduous leaves, 
owers are imsy and short lived
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Dendrobium bicameratum Lindl.
(Short Flower Dendrobium ) 

Synonyms : Callista bicamerata (Lindk.) Kuntze; Callista bolboora (Falc.ex
Hook.f.) Kuntze

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: tapering towards both ends and slightly
zigzag, tubular stem clasping sheaths, arising from nodes and
enveloping internodes; Leaves: many alternate, elongated lnance
shaped, obliquely divided into two; Inorescence : sub-capitate, arising
from the nodes of leaess pseudobulbs; Flowers: are crowded in a short
stalk covered in sheath, pale-green with slight streaks of purple,
spreading, Smooth; Sepals are slightly unequal and curved inward;
Petals are elongated egg shaped with slightly pointed tip, translucent
pale-green with slight streaks of purple spreading; Lip: broadly
elongated egg shaped with three lobes; Column: with wider base and
tapering tip, pale-green with reddish purple lining.

Flowering : July-September

Habit : Lithophytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical to temperate forests

Elevation range : 1200-2500 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, West Bengal, Uttarakhand, Odisha and Jharkhand),
Bhutan, Myanmar and Nepal

Key identication : Flowers yellow with stripes of red speckles ,golden yellow lip



Synonyms : Callista chrysantha (Wall. ex Lindl.)Kuntze; Dendrobium paxtonii
Lindl.

Description : Sympodial. Stem: dark green except where covered with
membranous white striped tubular sheaths tapering slightly at
both the ends; Leaves: many-nerved but with 3-prominent
nerves on upper surface, base rounded with long tubular stem
clasping sheaths; Inorescence : 2-6-owered on upper part of
mature leafy stems; Flowers: thickly textured, yellow; Sepals are
orange-yellow eshly with externally keeled with lightly
concave surface; Petals are orange-yellow entire or minutely
toothed with concave surface; Lip: orange-yellow with two dark
nearly circular spots of dark purple; Column: approx. 4 mm

Flowering : May-October

Habit : Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat : Moist tropical to temperate forests

Elevation range : 500-2100 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand),

Bhutan, Nepal, China, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Indo-China

Key identication : Flowers on upper surface of stem, yellow owered with
chestnut blotch

Dendrobium chrysanthum Wall. ex. Lindl.
(Golden owered Dendrobium)
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Dendrobium densiflorum Lindl. ex Wall.
(Pineapple Orchid)

Synonyms : Callista densiora (Lindl.) Kuntze; Dendrobium clavatum Roxb.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: larger one at one end, with noticeable
internodes; Leaves: clustered near apex, elongated with tapering at
both end; Inorescence : hanging from the tip with many ower,
15-20 cm long; Flowers: thin and semi-translucent. Sepal and Petal
yellow; Lip: orange, paler towards margin; Column: broad at
middle, 7 mm long.

Flowering : April-June

Habit : Epiphytic 

Habitat : Tropical to sub-tropical forests

Elevation range : 400-1500 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh and West Bengal), Bangladesh, Bhutan,

Myanmar andNepal,China, Thailand

Key identication : Bright yellow densely packed owers. Lip pubescent, orange
yellow with wavy margin
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Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: thickest at the middle with nodes and
internodes, internodes slightly furrowed; Inorescence : one or
two; Flowers: bright yellow, with a large spherical patch of rich
reddish-brown at the throat of the lip; Sepals yellow, widely
extending and slightly eshy; Petals elongated with regular egg-
shaped ends, rounded at the tip, orange-yellow; Lip: curled,
projecting out and spreading, having soft, downy hairs, tubular
enclosing the column, dark purple; Column: punctured, lined with
purple almost circular nectar secreting gland.

Flowering : April-June

Habit : Epiphytic 

Habitat : Tropical to temperate forests

Elevation range : 300-2200 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal, Uttarakhand, Odisha,
Jharkhand, Bihar and Madhya Pradesh ), Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Bhutan, China, Thailand , Malaysia, Nepal and Indo-China

Key identication : Bright yellow ower, reddish brown orbicular patch at the throat
of lip

Dendrobium fimbriatum var. oculatum Hook.
(Fringe-Lipped Dendrobium)

Synonyms : Callista oculata (Hook.) kuntze
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Dendrobium hookerianum Lindl.
(Hooker’s Dendrobium)

Synonyms : Casllista hookeriana (Lindl.) Kuntz; Dendrobium chrysotis Rchb.f.

Description : Sympodial. Stem: xed and un-branched with many nodes with
internodes pale yellow when dry; Leaves: alternate along entire
stem, leaf sheath tightly clasping stem; Inorescence: one to
several in the distant part of current season’s mature leafy stems;
Flowers: golden-yellow, with two oblique purple blotch on the
lip; Sepals & Petals golden-yellow with seven-nerves; Lip: nearly
circular, with two oblique oval dark-purple blotches on the disc;
Column: pure white, with lower part consisting two short vertical
bands.

Flowering : April-May or September-October

Habit Epiphytic

Habitat : Subtropical to temperate forest.

Elevation range : 1000-2300 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), Bhutan, Myanmar,
China and Nepal

Key identication : Inorescence outward spreading often at 90 degree angle to stem
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Dendrobium longicornu Lindl.
(Long-Horned Dendrobium)

Synonyms : Dendrobium hirsutum Griff.; Dendrobium bulleyi Rolfe

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: thin clustered and erect, covered with short
coarse black hairs; Leaves: many, narrow with broad base, pointed tip
but slightly unequally lobed, smooth tapering towards tubular stem
clasping sheaths; Inorescence : arising at the tip on leaess stem;
Flowers: white with orange yellow lip. Sepals slightly unequal, closed
with slight opening at the mouth; Petals egg shaped, with pointed tip,
white; Lip: broadly triangular (when spread out) 3-lobed; Column: ca. 5
mm, teeth triangular.

Flowering : August-November

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Epiphytic in the mixed and coniferous forests

Elevation range : 1200-2500 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand), Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal,
China, Myanmar and Indo-China

Key identication : Deciduous leaves , owers white, fragrant, pointing downward and
long-lasting
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Dendrobium nobile Lindl.
(Noble Dendrobium)

Synonyms : Dendrobium coerulescens Lindl.; Callista nobilis (Lindl.) Kuntze

Description : Sympodial. Stem: thick at middle and tapers at both ends that
becomes yellow on maturity; Leaves: many with sheathing base,
alternate; Inorescence : 3-5 per plant, arising from the nodes
below the leaves; Flowers: whitish purple; Sepals purplish white
with six nerved, slightly eshy; Petals ve nerved near the
margin branched; Lip: trumpet shaped covered with downy
hairs; Column: broad with tapering base.

Flowering : March-May

Habit : Epiphytic 

Habitat : Tropical to subtropical broadleaved forests

Elevation range : 500 – 1700 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), Bangladesh,
Bhutan, China, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Whitish purple ower, stem becomes yellow on maturity
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Dendrobium ochreatum Lindl.
(Stem Clasping Tube Dendrobium)

Synonyms : Callista ochreata (Lindl.) Kuntze; Dendrobium cambridgeanum Paxton

Description : Sympodial. Stem: short membranous having membranous scales; Leaf:
egg-shaped tapering from rounded base toward the apex, narrowly
pointed at apex; Inorescence: unbranched with many stalked owers;
Flowers: bright yellow; Sepals egg-shaped with lower sepal wider than
lateral sepals; Petals wider than sepals, glossy, nearly heart-shaped with
apex notched usually at the apex; Lip: hairy at margin encircling the
column, dark maroon blotches inside.

Flowering : April-May

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Epiphytic or Lithophytic in the Subtropical broadleaved forests.

Elevation range : 1000-1500 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh and West Bengal), Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar and Thailand

Key identication : Membranous scale in stem, bright yellow owers with dark maroon
blotches
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Dendrobium stuposum Lindl.
(Flax like Dendrobium)

Synonyms : Callista avidula (Ridl. ex Hook.f.) Kuntze; Callista stuposa (Lindl.) 
Kuntze

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: tapering towards both ends, covered
in left over of leaf sheath; Leaves: many, alternate-opposite,
unequally divided with stem clasping base; Inorescence : 1 or 2
from the nodes of leaess pseudobulbs; Flowers: slightly
spreading, pure white but with orange yellow spot on the lip;
Sepals are pure-white bearing ve nerves; Petals pure-white
carrying distinctly three nerves, shortly clawed; Lip: 3-lobed,
egg-shaped with elongated blunt end; Column: broad, white,
tapering towards base.

Flowering : June-August

Habit : Epiphyte

Habitat : Tropical to sub-tropical forests

Elevation range : 400-1800 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya and West Bengal), Bhutan, China, Myanmar,
Indonesia , Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand

Key identication : Stem covered in remnant of leaf sheath giving whitish
appearance
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Epigeneium amplum (Lindl.) Summerth
(Large Epigeneium)

Synonyms : Dendrobium amplum Lindl.; Katherinea ampla (Lindl.) Hawkes

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: enclosed with many-nerves, chestnut
coloured sheathing with modied leaf at base that arises from bulky
branched rhizome; Leaves: elongated with round ends with notched
apex; Inorescence : one owered being much shorter than leaves;
Flower: pale greenish-brown, lavishly spotted and blotched with
darker brown; Sepals tapering from a rounded base towards the
apex; Petals: narrow and parallel in middle with tapering ends and
pointed tip; Lip: jointed and movable, dark-purple with bronze
edges; Column: narrow and wingless.

Flowering : October-December

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Along streams of sub-tropical to sub-temperate forests

Elevation range : 1000-2000 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), Bangladesh, Bhutan, China,
Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Profusely spotted greenish brown owers



Epigeneium fuscescens (Griff.) Summerh. 
(Ochre-Yellow Epigeneium)

Synonyms : Dendrobium fuscescens Griff.; Katherinea fuscescens (Griff.) Hawkes

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: slightly curved placed apart from one
another covered in chestnut sheath of 2 or 3 leaves; Leaves: leathery
with short petiole elongated but blunt at each end; Inorescence: one
owered with base covered by the sheaths; Flowers: pale purplish
brown; Sepals: slightly unequal, elongated egg-shaped, gradually
tapering to a sharp point; Petals: spreading with ve nerves; Lip: 3
lobed, stalk less with basal lobe being roughly rectangular; Column:
narrow and wingless.

Flowering : September-November

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical to temperate river valley forests

Elevation range : 1200-2000 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim and West Bengal), Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, China and
Myanmar

Key identication : Single owered inorescence, ower purplish brown
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Epigeneium rotundatum (Lindl.) Summerh.
(Rounded Epigeneium)

Synonyms : Dendrobium rotundatum (Lindl.) Hook.f.; Katherinea rotundata
(Lind.) Hawkes

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: egg-shaped with partly sheathed on
a creeping rhizome; Inorescence: one owered and covered
with sheath; Flowers: pale brown to greenish brown; Sepal are
usually egg-shaped, eshy, spreading, with nine veins; Petals
are oblong, triangular at the base and tapering to a point with
seven veins; Lip: three lobed, stalk less; Column: pale green,
smooth, attached without a petiole and are wide at base

Flowering : April-May

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical and temperate forests

Elevation range : 1300-2500 m

Distribution : India (Meghalaya, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and 
West Bengal) Bhutan, Nepal, China and Myanmar

Key identication : One owered inorescence, petal ushed red externally
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Epigeneium treutleri (Hook.f.) Ormerod
(Treutler’s Epigeneium)

Synonyms : Dendrobium treutleri (Hook.f.) Schuit. & Peter B.Adams; 
Coelogyne treuteleri Hook.f.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: egg-shaped covered with a large
sheaths becomes golden yellow when dry; Inorescence : one
owered main stalked being enclosed in two long sheaths;
Flower: purplish red; Sepals usually narrow and tapering
toward the ends, pointed with nine nerves; Petals linear with
ve nerves; Lip: 3 lobed egg-shaped in outline, with base
consisting claw; Column: narrowly winged, usually slightly
curled and exuous.

Flowering : September-October

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Subtropical to temperate dense forests

Elevation range : 1400-2400 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim),China and
Myanmar

Key identication : One owered purplish red inorescence
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Eria coronaria (Lindl.) Rchb.f
(Crowned Lip Eria)

Synonyms : Coelogyne coronaria Lindl.; Eria cylindripoda Griff.; Trichosma suavis
Lindl. 

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: narrow cylindric, slender with a
single node enclosed in a large tubular sheath; Leaf: pale green
with two terminal, alternate leaf arrangement; Inorescence : 4-7
owers arising in between leaves, erect to arching; Flowers:
white ushed purple outwardly with mid lobe bright yellow;
Sepal spreading, oval in shape having a tapered but not sharply
pointed end; Petals egg-shaped with narrowly triangular base;
Lip: 3 lobed with lateral lobes dark purple streaks and mid lobes
bright yellow; Column: 5-6 mm long.

Flowering : October-December

Habit : Epiphyte

Habitat : Subtropical to temperate forests

Elevation range : 1400-2500 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand), Bhutan, China,
Myanmar, Thailand, Nepal and Indo-China

Key identication : White ower with purple lip and bright yellow mid lobe
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Eria lasiopetala (Willd.) Ormerod
(Shaggy petaled Eria)

Synonyms : Aerides lasiopetala Willd.; Eria ava Lindl.: Eria pubscens (Hook.) 
Lindl.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: oblong with regular rounded ends,
enclosed in skin-tight translucent many nerved sheaths; Leaves:
elongate but blunt at each end with slanted tip, sharply pointed
with eight-nerves, tapering towards petiolated base; Inorescence:
a raceme, from the base of pseudo-bulb, erect, sturdy, covered with
dense white soft matted woolly hair; Flowers: green to yellow
covered with dense epidermal hair; Sepals Yellowish, densely
white or grayish cottony hairs in the lower surface; Petals narrowly
rounded at the ends, glabrous, lying parallel over the column; Lip:
oblong, 3-lobed; Column: erect, right angle to the foot.

Flowering : April-June

Habit Epiphytic

Habitat : Tropical to subtropical forests

Elevation range : 400-1700 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh,
Sikkim, West Bengal, Uttarakhand, Odisha, Bihar and
Chhattisgarh), Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Myanmar, Nepal,
Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Green to yellow coloured ower. Petals lie parallel over the column
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Gastrochilus calceloris (Buch.-Ham. ex Sm.) 
D.Don

(Shoe shaped belly lip orchid)

Synonyms : Aerides calceolaris Buch.-Ham. ex Smith;
Saccolabium calceolare (Buch.-Ham. ex Smith) Lindley.

Description : Monopodial. Stem: hanging freely; Leaves: strongly sickle-shaped,
narrow and parallel-sided in the middle with widened base and
tapered tip; Inorescence : many owered borne from upper part of
stem being shorter than leaves; Flowers: fragrant, eshy, widely
opening; Sepals and Petals are pale yellow with reddish brown
blotch in inner and outer part; Lip: semi circular without a petiole,
consist of nely toothed margin with hairy disc; Colum: long,
ushed purple.

Flowering : April-May or September- December

Habit : Epiphyte

Habitat : Subtropical to temperate forests

Elevation range : 1000-2500 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Andhra Pradesh and Andaman & Nicobar Islands),
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Nepal, Myanmar, Malaysia, Thailand
and Indo-China

Key identication : Small pale yellow owers with reddish brown blotch
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Liparis bistriata C.S.P.Parish & Rchb.f.
(Two-striped Liparis)

Synonyms : Liparis bistriata var. robusta Hook.f.; Liparis saltucola Kerr

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: densely arranged, elongated and
stem like; Inorescence : peduncle somewhat circular bearing
more than 20 owers; Flowers: pale green; Sepals: nearly
oblong consisting 3-veines, margins rolled outward over lower
surface; Petals: linear consisting 1-veines; Lip: base expanded
and thick with upper part carrying narrow wings; Column:
curved, hollow below the apex and broad in the base.

Flowering : July-August

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical forests

Elevation range : 800-1800 m

Distribution : India (Assam Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh and West Bengal), China, Myanmar and
Thailand

Key identication : Pendulous inorescence with more than 20 pale green owers
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Liparis resupinata Ridl.
(Resupinate Liparis)

Synonyms : Liparis resupinata var ridleyi King & Pantl.; Liparis ridleyi Hook.f.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: clustered, nearly cylindrical
consisting 3-4 remote leaves; Leaves: papery textured, elongated
with blunt ends to widened at the base and tapering to the apex,
margin slightly saw-toothed; Inorescence: stalk arching or
hanging bearing 10-50 owers; Flowers: pale green or greenish
yellow; Sepals pointed, oblong with regular rounded ends;
Petals narrowly linear; Lip: oblong with regular broad rounded
ends, both sides strongly contracted with two lateral splits;
Column: erect.

Flowering : October-December

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Subtropical and temperate broadleaved forests

Elevation range : 1300-2500 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand), Bangladesh,
Bhutan, China, Nepal, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Long inorescence with pale green owers
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Oberonia falcata King & Pantl.
(Sickle leaf Oberonia)

Synonyms : Oberonia pendula Ridl.; Oberonia caudata King & Pantl

Description : Sympodial. Stem: smooth pale-green, attened laterally, enveloped
in closed leave sheaths; Leaves: sickle-shaped, having sharp edges
and tapering to a slender point, pointed or slightly needle shaped;
Inorescence : erect or slightly erect, with many short stalked
owers; Flowers: yellowish-green with smooth texture; Sepals
smooth, egg-shaped, pointed or bluntly pointed; Lip: orange yellow,
broadly elongated with blunt ends in outline at except for a slight
depression near its base; Column: green, very short with two sharp
wings.

Flowering : June-August

Habit : Epiphyte

Habitat : Subtropical to temperate forest and river valley

Elevation range : 1300-2500 m

Distribution : India (Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal),
Nepal, Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia and Indo-China

Key identication : Minute, numerous pale green owers
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Otochilus albus Lindl.
(White Otochilus)

Synonyms : Coelogyne alba (Lindl.) Rcbh.f.; Broughtonia pendula Wall. ex Hook.f.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: enclosed in tubular sheaths when
young, brownish yellow when dried; Leaves: narrowly elongated
with blunt or rounded ends; Inorescence: nearly erect, hanging
weakly zigzag, bearing 8 or 9 owers; Flowers: white with
yellowish brown band at the middle of lip; Sepals white, 3-veined
nearly equal, elongated with blunt ends to tapering to a point at
the apex or base; Petals 3-veined narrowly elongated with round
base and tapered apex; Lip: 3-lobed with rather broad side lobes
embracing column; Column: elongated with blunt ends, slightly
winged and thicken towards apex.

Flowering : June-July

Habit Epiphytic 

Habitat : Moist subtropical forest

Elevation range : 1300-1500 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), China, Myanmar, Nepal,
Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Pseudobulb with roots at joint. Flower uniformly white
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Otochilus fuscus Lindl.
(Dusky Otochilus)

Synonyms : Coelogyne fusca (Lindl.) Rchb.f.; Broughtonia fusca (lindl.) Wall. ex 
Hook.f.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: hanging, covered with brous
sheath, greenish yellow or slightly tinged with brown when
dry; Leaves: needle shaped, narrow and parallel-sided in the
middle, with widened base and tapered apex acuminate;
Inorescence : stalk nearly erect , rachis bearing ten to many
owers; Flowers: fragrant, white or tinged yellow; Sepals
elongated with blunt ends or nearly narrow consisting 5-veined;
Petals 3-5 veined, mid vein slightly thickened; Lip: 3 lobed,
translucent white, with a short brownish-pink pouch; Column:
slightly winged in the upper part with no foot.

Flowering : March

Habit : Epiphyte

Habitat : Subtropical forest slopes in old tree trunk

Elevation range : 1200-2100 m

Distribution : India (Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Manipur,
Mizoram, Nagaland and West Bengal), Bhutan, China, Nepal,
Myanmar, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Fragrant owers white or tinged yellow. Greenish yellow 
pseudobulb
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Otochilus lancilabius Seidenf.
(Lanceolate Lip Otochilus)

Synonyms : Otochilus albus var. lancilabius (Seidenf.) Pradhan

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: broadest in middle and tapering to each
end with few roots borne at joints; Leaves: narrowly elongated with
rounded ends consisting many nerves, slender towards petiolated
base; Inorescence: hanging from apical part or pseudobulb
slightly below the base of leaves; Flowers: white and smooth devoid
of epidermal hairs; Sepals: white nearly equal, narrowly elongated
with blunt ends with pointed tip; Petals: white, linear, with pointed
tip; Lip: turned downward from the short and rounded base,
elongated with blunt ends to oval; Column: narrow, upper part
winged and thickened.

Flowering : October-January

Habit : Epiphyte

Habitat : Evergreen oak forests

Elevation range : 1500-2800 m

Distribution : India (Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, West Bengal and
Uttarakhand), Bhutan, China, Nepal and Indo-China

Key identication : White owers, Slightly wrinkled pseudobulb

47



Pholidota articulata Lindl.
(Articulated Pholidota)

Synonyms : Coelogyne articulata (Lindl.) Rchb.f.; Coelogyne khasyana (Rchb.f.) 
Rchb.f.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: connected to each other at both ends
and are stem like; Leaves: two at the apex of new pseudobulb;
Inorescence : at the apex of new pseudobulb bearing ten or more
owers; Flowers: white with slight reddish tinge; Sepals elongated
with blunt ends or with rounded ends carrying 5-veined; Petals
elongated with blunt ends and tapered apex carrying 5-veined;
Lip: broadly elongated with blunt ends, middle lobe infolded at its
base, the disc with 5-orange-yellow lamellae; Column: hard with
apex winged.

Flowering : July-August

Habit : Epiphytic and lithophytic in shaded rocks

Habitat : Tropical and subtropical forest

Elevation range : 700-1800 m

Distribution : India (Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand), Bhutan, China, Myanmar, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Nepal, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Brownish pink owers, pendulous inorescence
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Pholidota pallida Lindl.
(Pale Pholidota)

Synonyms : Coelogyne pallida (Lindl.) Rchb.f.; Coelogyne calceata Rchb.f.

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: ovoid to conical with broad base, slightly
wrinkled, greyish green, partially enclosed in brous sheaths from the base;
Leaf: solitary, elongated with rounded ends to being widest at the apex or
tapering to both ends, nearly pointed and thick, dark-green above and
grayish-green; Inorescence : slightly hanging from the base of the
pseudobulb; Flowers: white slightly tinged with reddish pedicel. Sepals
white, nearly equal, not spreading; Petals narrowly oblong with long
slender base, slightly curved, bluntly pointed with single-nerve, translucent
white; Lip: semi-round, 3-lobed, deeply short and round at the base,
carrying 3-longitudinal lamellae; Column: white, broad and winged in its
middle or lower half.

Flowering : May-August

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Cool mixed subtropical and temperate forests

Elevation range : 800-2700 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh,, Manipur,
West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh and Jharkhand), Bhutan, China, Nepal,
Myanmar, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication: White owers with slightly tinged with red pedicel
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Pleione maculata (Lindl.) Lindl. & Paxton
(Spotted Pleione)

Synonyms : Coelogyne maculata Lindl.; Pleione diphylla Lindl. & Paxton

Description : Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: barrel shaped, greenwith purplish-
brown, enveloped in brous nets; Leaves: narrowly elongated
with rounded base, pointed and narrowed towards short
petiolated base; Inorescence : appearing after leaves have fallen,
erect; Flower: nearly erect, white streaked with reddish-purple;
Sepals pure white , nearly equal and pointed, narrowly elongated
with rounded base, 5-nerved; Petals white with purple shade
towards the tip, inversely lanceolate with widest apex, nearly
pointed, 5-nerved; Lip: white marked with purple and yellow
broadly elongated with rounded ends, 3-lobed; Column: pure
white, slightly curved, irregularly notched winged apex with 2-
purple bands in front.

Flowering : October-November.

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical forest.

Elevation range : 700-1500 m

Distribution : India (Assam, Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Meghalaya,
Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), Bhutan, China,
Nepal, Myanmar and Thailand

Key identication : Flowers one per short stem, white owers with bright yellow and
purple blotches
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Pleione praecox (Sm.) D.Don
(Early blooming Pleione)

Synonyms Epidendrum praecox Sm..; Coelogyne praecox (Sm.) Lindl.

Description Sympodial. Pseudobulbs: barrel shaped, green blotch with
purplish-brown, enclosed in ragged brous sheaths; Leaves: two
or rarely one, oblong with rounded ends to broad apex;
Inorescence : erect, arising from the base of pseudobulb;
Flowers: solitary or rarely two, white ushed with purple; Sepals
nearly equal, expanding, pointed with wide apex, 7-nerved,
spreading; Petals pointed, spreading, narrow and parallel-sided
in the middle with widened base and tapered apex, 5-nerved,
purple; Lip: shaped like an egg, whitish-purple, 3-lobed;
Column: with a short sac at he base, the apex expanded into a
wide irregular hood, pure white.

Flowering October-November

Habit Epiphytic or Lithophytic

Habitat Sub-tropical to temperate forests

Elevation range 1200-3000 m

Distribution India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, West Bengal and Uttarakhand), Bhutan, China,
Myanmar, Nepal and Thailand

Key identication

:

:

:

:

:

:

:

: Solitary ower, ower bloom after leaves wither
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(White Thunia)

Description : Sympodial. Stem: tube like, smooth, erect and clustered,base with
several sheaths completely clasping the stem; Leaves: narrowly
oblong with rounded ends to tapering apex without a petiole,
covered with smooth waxy coating beneath; Inorescence : terminal
drooping; Flowers: large, white, lip yellow [or white] and with
orange or chestnut spots and stripes; Sepals white, nearly equal and
elongated with blunt ends, pointed with only opening at the mouth;
Petals similar to sepals in size, slightly narrower; Lip: broadly oval to
elongated with blunt ends with broadly irregularly notched with
apical margin crisped; Column: expanded and winged at the apex.

Flowering : June-August

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical forests.

Elevation range : 600-2000 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, West Bengal,
Uttarakhand and Andaman & Nicobar Islands), China, Bhutan,
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand and Indo-China

Key identication : Thin papery leaves, owers white

( .)Thunia alba Lindl Rchb.f.var. alba 
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Uncifera obtusifolia Lindl.
(Rounded leaf Uncifera

Synonyms : Uncifera heteroglossa Rchb.f.; Saccolabium obtusifolium (Lindl.) 
Hook.f.

Description : Monopodial. Stem: loosely hanging, branched, covered with leaf
sheaths; Leaves: at, nearly rectangular with many-nerves,
slightly tapered to the blunt bi-lobed tip and basal covering
sheaths; Inorescence : short and robust from below the leaves or
opposite to it. Flowers: greenish-yellow to pale yellow; Sepals
nearly unequal, greenish-yellow to yellow, with rounded tip;
Petals unequal, slightly circular, margin uneven, translucent
yellow to greenish yellow; Lip: continues with a large wide
mouthed funnel shaped sac; Column: slightly winged, wing
eshly and bi-lobed

Flowering : July-October

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical forests.

Elevation range : 900-1400 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and West Bengal), Bhutan and Nepal

Key identication : Flowers greenish-yellow to pale yellow
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Synonyms : Trudelia cristata (Lindl.) Senghas ex Roeth.

Description : Monopodial. Stem: stout, branched and erect, upper half covered
with sheathing leaves; Leaves: many thick and rigid leaf are
narrowly elongated and folded along the length, unequally bi-
lobed or tri-lobed at the tip; Inorescence: 1-4 singly stalked
owers are erect; Flowers: pale olive green or yellowish with lip
boldly blotched with dull purplish-brown; Sepals nearly
unequal, not fully spreading, pale green or pale olive green,
slightly thickened at the tip; Petals are nearly rectangular with
slightly pointed tip, slightly thickened at the apex, pale green;
Lip: joined to the base of column, 3-lobed, ending in a deep
funnel shaped spur at the base; Column: cream-white.

Flowering : May-July

Habit : Epiphytic

Habitat : Sub-tropical and temperate forests

Elevation range : 1000-2000 m

Distribution : India (Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal,
Sikkim, Uttrakhand, West Bengal   and Himachal Pradesh),
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, China, Myanmar and Indo-china

Key identication : Large lip has 2 horn-like structures at the apex giving the
appearance of a tongue

Vanda cristata Wall. ex Lindl.
(Comb trudelia)
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Way Forward



Further Reading
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At Head Quarters
Director
GB Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment (NIHE), Kosi-Katarmal, Almora, Uttarakhand 263643, India

At Sikkim Regional Centre
Regional Head
GB Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment (NIHE), Sikkim Regional Centre, Pangthang-Gangtok, Sikkim 737101, India,
Tel +91-3592-237328; Email: headskrc@gmail.com
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