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G.B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment
Kosi-Katarmal, Almora-263643, Uttarakhand

Call for Research Proposals for 2022-23
under Integrated Ecodevelopment Research Programme (IERP) for Indian Himalayan region

G.B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment (GBPNIHE) is implementing Integrated
Ecodevelopment Research Programme (IERP) for translating field/laboratory based research in the different
location of Indian Himalayan Region (IHR). To promote the participation of IHR states for location specific
and action oriented R&D activities, project proposals are invited from prospective investigators of University,
Government/Semi- Government bodies, Autonomous and Registered Societies on the issues related to
‘Common Property Resources’ in the prescribed format of IERP. The concept note and special call for
submission of the project proposal is available in the Institute website. The maximum budget limit will be Rs.
25.00 lakhs for 3 years. The proposal should clearly indicate the involvement, roles and responsibilities of the
key stakeholders and partners, including the Government, wherever relevant or applicable.

Detailed guidelines for project submission and formats for preparing Project Proposal are available on the
Institute website in a given link https://www.gbpihed.gov.in/IERP.php . Interested investigators are required to

submit project proposal duly forwarded by the Head of the Institution. Initially, only soft copy of the
proposal is to be submitted through e-mail (ierp@rediffmail.com) and marked to Scientist Incharge,
IERP, G.B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment, Kosi-Katarmal, Almora-263 643,
Uttarakhand. All the project proposals received till last date (January 30, 2023) will be reviewed by a duly
constituted expert committee. PIs of screened proposals will be invited for a presentation in front of an expert
committee on the date and place decided by the Institute for further recommendation. PIs will have to bring 8
hard copies of the project proposal at the time of project presentation. The decision of the institute/ expert
committee would be final regarding selection of the project proposal for funding.

The last date of the receipt of the project proposal is 30 January 2023.

For any clarification, please contact SIC, IERP (Tel. 05962-241154, 241041 Extn. 73).

Administrative Officer
G.B. Pant National Institute of Himalayan Environment
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Managing common property resources for biodiversity
conservation, ecosystem services, and community well-being in
the Indian Himalayan Region

(Special call for submission of small-grants projects as per the rule of NIHE under Integrated
Eco-development Research Programme, GBPNIHE, Almora)

Land is a finite physical resource, particularly in the undulating terrain of mountains. Despite
human dependence on this fundamental resource, its degradation is rising globally due to a
variety of natural and anthropogenic factors or processes, which include soil erosion by
water/wind, deterioration in soil health, and long-term loss of biodiversity, natural vegetation,
and ecosystem services. Population pressure, marginal land holdings, tenure rights, socio-
economic pressures, and poverty are some of the underlying causes that lead to unsustainable
land management and consequently land degradation. Land degradation has multifarious
impacts which apart from lowering the productive potential also result in the loss of biodiversity
and livelihood options for the rural poor. In our country, the National Bureau of Soil and
Landuse Planning (NBS&LP), Nagpur has estimated 188 Mha (57% of the Indian landmass) of
land affected by various land degradation problems with water erosion contributing maximum
(45.3%), followed by chemical deterioration (4.8%), wind erosion (4.1%) and physical
deterioration (3.5%). NRSA has estimated that 131 Mha (40% of the country’s total land mass)
has productivity well below its actual potential. According to the Wasteland Atlas of India (2005)
17.5% area of the country is degraded. However, a reduction in land degradation has been
reported @ 3.7 Mha/yr between 1994 and 2005 as a result of various programmes launched by
Govt. of India such as the Drought Prone Area Programme, Integrated Watershed Management
Programme, Joint Forest Management, National Afforestation Programme, etc.

In the Indian Himalayan region (IHR) wastelands account for about 34% of the total
geographical area mainly because about 22% of land in the IHR is either under snow or barren
and does not support any biological growth. In this region livelihood of rural people is entirely
dependent on common property resources (CPR) that include water, community grazing lands,
forests, biodiversity, and other resources. Therefore, any approach and techniques that
efficiently manages the CPRs will not only boost the livelihood of the people but also will benefit
natural resource conservation and ensuing ecosystem services.

Management and ecological restoration of CPRs is the process of recovery of an exploited
ecosystem with relation to restoring vegetation composition and function, and supporting
conservation and livelihood; thus forms important criteria for achieving sustainable
development. The approach and methods of management and rehabilitation of CPRs of the
Himalaya (primarily wastelands), therefore, demand an integrated interdisciplinary approach
with due consideration of various tangible and intangible goods and services that could accrue
from the management of CPRs. It has been emphasized that the management and conservation
of CPRs must be framed, implemented, and evaluated in light of area-specific needs, socio-
economic characteristics, bio-physical attributes, and the influence of external forces. Thus it is
urgently required that the management of CPRs should be ensured by maintaining harmony
between man and nature.



Thus, any aspect of management and conservation of CPRs (science and application) with an
aim that a comprehensive status of CPRs in terms of spatial extent, temporal dynamics,
management regimes (both traditional and modern), tools, techniques, and approaches applied
by the stakeholders' communities to optimize the benefits without jeopardizing the eco-
sensitivity of fragile Himalayan mountains falls in the scope of this “Special Call for IERP
Projects”. It is envisaged that this pan-Himalayan exercise on CPRs will address most of the
SDGs. Needless to say that how the science of CPR management will benefit the socio-
economic condition of the rural poor will be the real deliverable of this Special Drive.



